
WILLIAMSBURG PLANNING COMMISSION 
 MINUTES 
 WORK SESSION #36  
 Wednesday, April 5, 2006 
 
 
A work session of the Williamsburg Planning Commission was held on Wednesday, 
April 5, 2006, at 4:30 p.m., in Conference Room 3A, Williamsburg Municipal Building, 
401 Lafayette Street. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND CALL TO ORDER 
 
Present were Commissioners Pons, Friend, Kafes, Hertzler and McBeth.  Absent were 
Commissioners Young and Rose.  Also present was Planning Director Nester and  
Zoning Administrator Murphy. 
 
Mr. Pons called the meeting to order at 4:35 p.m. 
 
OPEN FORUM  
 
No one spoke at the first Open Forum.     
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
Mr. Nester said that the draft of the 2006 Comprehensive Plan was complete except for 
existing land use information in Chapter 7.  He noted that the 2006 Comprehensive Plan 
is 162 pages, compared with 495 pages in the 1998 Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Revised Draft of Chapter 6 – Community Character 
 
Mr. Nester said that revisions were made to the sections dealing with the Architectural 
Preservation District, based on the recent decisions made on the Design Review 
Guidelines. 
 
Mrs. McBeth said that the update of the architectural survey mentioned in Chapter 6 
should also be listed in Chapter 12 Implementation. 
 
Mr. Kafes said that standards are needed for lighting and other streetscape items.  He 
also said that better standards are needed for public sidewalks.  He said a bullet needs 
to be added to list these items under Entrance Corridors on page 6-6. 
 
Other minor issues identified included clarifying the references to Quarterpath Road 
improvements in the section on Williamsburg’s Role in the Civil War on page 6-5, 
revising the sidewalk language for North Henry Street/Route 132 on page 6-7 since the 
sidewalk improvements have been made, and clarifying the definition of the RMA on 
page 6-10. 
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Draft of Chapter 11 – Infrastructure 
 
Mr. Nester said that this is the longest chapter of the Plan at 37 pages, and is broken 
into several topic areas such as Utilities, Transportation, Parks and Recreation, and 
Community Services Facilities.   
 
Mr. Pons and Mr. Hertzler said that irrigation controls should be mentioned in the 
section on water conservation, and this was agreed to by other Commissioners.   
 
Mr. Pons said that the traffic count figures on page 11-11 reflect economic changes, 
and that the lower traffic counts compared with 1994 show that there are less visitors in 
town, which is a concern for the economic well being of the City. 
 
There was an extensive discussion on the recommendation for Quarterpath Road.  Mr. 
Pons and Mrs. McBeth expressed their displeasure at Mr. Nester’s recommendation for 
the closing of the center section of Quarterpath Road.  Mr. Pons said that he felt the 
recommendation was inappropriate in light of past discussions by the Commission.  
Mrs. McBeth felt that additional studies and analysis should have been performed prior 
to formulating the Commission’s position.  Mr. Nester said that he has the right to make 
recommendations to the Commission based on his professional judgment, and noted 
that his memorandum to the Commission stated that “Planning Commission will need to 
decide if this staff recommendation is appropriate.”  He said that he felt that his 
recommendation to close the center section of Quarterpath Road was appropriate for 
the reasons stated in the Plan draft, but noted that it is the Commission’s right to make 
changes to the staff recommendations as they see fit.  
 
Mr. Hertzler said that more information is needed on the Quarterpath Road design.  
Mrs. McBeth noted that the City is growing, and that this is the last north/south route in 
this section of the City.  Mr. Kafes said that with the intensive development proposed, 
we need as many roads as possible to serve this area.   
 
Mr. Pons said that the Plan should continue to show Quarterpath Road as a minor 
arterial street, and Mr. Kafes agreed.  Mr. Hertzler disagreed, and said that we should 
leave it as it is, but reevaluate it in the future.   
 
The discussion on Quarterpath Road continued, and Mr. Pons, Mr. Kafes and Mrs. 
McBeth favored continuing the designation of Quarterpath Road as a minor arterial 
street.  Mr. Hertzler was against the designation, favoring Mr. Nester’s recommendation.  
Mr. Friend did not voice an opinion.  Mr. Nester said that with the consensus of the 
Commission being to continue Quarterpath Road as a minor arterial street, he would 
modify the text to reflect the Commission’s discussion and distribute a revised draft for 
discussion at the April 10 work session. 
 
Other transportation revisions agreed to by Commissioners included: 
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• Adding a traffic signal at the Jamestown Road/Campus Drive intersection as a 
future improvement. 

• Revise the Major Sidewalk Improvements map to add sidewalks along Treyburn 
Drive, add additional sidewalks along Jamestown Road, and extend the Center 
City Improved Sidewalk Area from Scotland Street to Brooks Street (matching 
the Richmond Road recommendation in Chapter 6). 

 
Other revisions agreed to by Commissioners included: 

• Revise the Parks and Recreation map to add Berkeley Park. 
• Revise the Redoubt Park description to reflect the proposed improvement of 

Quarterpath Road as a minor arterial. 
• Correct the map key for the Williamsburg Municipal Center map corrected. 
• Add useage statistics for the Community Building. 
• Revise the Public Schools first paragraph to delete the statement that the City 

should continue its support of the joint school system into the future, since the 
school contract is up for renegotiation. 

• Add a section on communication services such as cable television and WiFi. 
 

Chapter 12 – Implementation 
 
The following changes were agreed to by Commissioners: 

• Add “Places of worship” as a suggested permitted use in the proposed LB-2 
District. 

• Revise the paragraph on College Student Housing to note that it should continue 
to be allowed in appropriate off-campus locations. 

• Add the need for an update of the Architectural Survey. 
• Add support of the Neighborhood Watch program to the Neighborhoods 

implementation measures. 
• Add developing design review standards along corridors to the Inter-

Jurisdictional Cooperation section. 
• Add the complete improvement of Quarterpath Road to the list of future street 

improvements. 
• Add the Jamestown Road/Campus Drive traffic signal to the list of street 

improvements. 
• Add beautification implementation items such as develop design standards for 

sidewalks, lighting and other streetscape elements, and additional tree plantings. 
 
Mr. Pons asked about Bed and Breakfast regulations, and whether or not allowances 
should be made for expansions on large lots such as the Williamsburg White House 
owned by Mr. Keane. 
 
Mr. Friend departs. 
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OPEN FORUM 
 
John Keane, 718 Jamestown Road, raised questions about the regulation of bed and 
breakfast establishments.  He outlined the need for allowing expansion beyond the 
current four rooms in certain situations, and outlined the substantial economic benefits 
of his establishment on Jamestown Road.  Mr. Pons noted the opportunity to allow 
certain extra things in a way that would benefit the City.  Mr. Kafes noted that the idea of 
regulations for Bed and Breakfast uses in residential areas is to ensure compatability 
with the residential uses, and larger B&Bs are less compatible.  There was additional 
discusision on this issue.  Mr. Nester noted that a work session to discuss 
implementation measures for B&Bs is scheduled for August, with any changes being 
considered by City Council in October. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
       Doug Pons, First Vice Chairman 
       Williamsburg Planning Commission 


